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It may perhaps be sufficient to state here, that the
Coptic Version of the Scriptures was made at a very
early period of the Christian era.

This Version of the Old Testament, like all the
other ancient Versions of it, was made from the
Greek Text, and not from the original Hebrew.

The Coptic Version of the Book of Job is now for
the first time presented to the public, threugh the
medium of the press. It has been printed from a
separate Manuscript of that Book, in Coptic and
Arabic in parallel celumns, as far as Chap. xix. v. 23,
where the Arabic ceases. This was copied, while I
was in Egypt, from an ancient one in the Patriarch’s
library in Cairo. I afterwards collated it, while in
Malta, in June 1839, with an old Manuscript in Coptic,
belonging to the Rev. Mr. Schleinz ; and I have since
collated it with another ancient Manuscript in Coptic,
without an Arabic translation, kindly presented to me
by Lord Prudhoe, since my return from Egypt. I
therefore believe the text is as perfect as Manuscripts
would enable me to make it. A few errors which



(i)
are left in the text, uncorrected by the other Manu-
scripts, I have noticed in the margin.

I now send forth the work to the public, in the
earnest hope that the remaining parts of the text of
the Coptic Version of the Scriptures will bé preserved
in the same way, for the future benefit of the Coptic
Church, by whom it is acknowledged as their standard
Version. I also feel assured, that its value and im-
portance will be appreciated by the Biblical Critic
and Divine.

I trust the English translation, which is as literal
as it could be made, will be found throughout the
volume to speak faithfully the sense of the original.

H. TATTAM.

Benrorp, Nov. 17, 1846.
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THE BOOK OF JOB THE JUST.

Cuar. L.

1. Tuere was a certain man dwelling in the land
of Ausid, whose name was Job; and that man was
true, blameless, and godly, and abstained from all

evil.
2. And he had seven sons, and three daughters.

3. And his cattle were seven thousand sheep, three
thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and
five hundred she asses in the pastures, and many ser-
vants, and he had great works upon the earth; and
that man was the richest of those who dwelt in the
East.

4. And his sons came together daily; they drank
together in the house of their eldest brother, taking
with them also their three sisters, that they might
eat and drink with them. ‘

5. And when the days of the feast were completed,
Job sent unto his herds, to take thence a calf, that he
might offer it for their souls: for Job said, lest my
sons should have thought evil in their hearts towards
God : thus therefore Job did continually.
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6. And the day came, when the angels of God
came to stand before the Lord, and the devil came
also with them, and stood upon the earth, and passed
over 1t.

7. And the Lord said to the devil, whence hast
thou come? and the devil answered and said, I have
gone over all the earth, and have searched under
heaven, and I am here.

8. And the Lord said to him, hast thou considered
in thy heart my servant Job, that there is none like
him among those who dwell upon the earth: he is
true, blameless, and godly : who hath abstained from
all evil?

9. And the devil said before the Lord, does Job
worship the Lord for naught ?

10. Hast thou not been a fence to his possessions?
and blessed the things which are within, and those
which are without his house, and all which he hath
round about? Thou hast blessed the works of his
hands, and made his cattle to increase upon the earth.

11. But put forth thy hand, and touch all that he
hath, that we may sce if he will bless thee to thy face?

12. Then the Lord said to the devil, that which he
hath I deliver to thee, and his flesh, but thou shalt not
have power over his life: and the devil went out from
the Lord.

13. And it came to pass on a certain day, that the
sons of Job, and his daughters, were drinking wine in
the house of their elder brother.

11. And behold a messenger came to Job, and said,
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the yokes of oxen were ploughing, and the she asses
were feeding near them ;

15. And the captors came and took them for a prey,
and slew the servants with the sword; and I alone
have escaped, and have come to tell thee.

16. While he was yet speaking, another messenger
came, and said to Job, fire came out of heaven, dnd
hath burnt up the sheep, and devoured the shepherds
likewise ; and I alone have escaped, and have come
to tell thee.

17. While he was yet speaking another messenger
came, and said to Job, the horsemen made three
companies * against us, and surrounded the camels,
and took them for a prey, and slew the servants with
the sword ; and I alone have escaped, and have come
to tell thee.

18. While he was yet speaking, another messenger
came, and said to Job, while thy sons and daughters
were eating and drinking in the house of their elder
brother;

19. Suddenly a great wind came from .the desert,
and caught 4 the four corners of the house, and the
house fell upon thy children, and they are dead ; and
I alone have escaped, and have come to tell thee.

20. So Job arose, and rent his garments, and shaved
the hair of his head, and cast himself down and wor-

shipped the Lord ;

* The Arabic translation is )\15, sections.
t Coptic, toucked. Arabic by, destroyed.
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