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BRBREACE

GENERAL account of these Manuscripts has already been given by me elsewhere.'
The study of the texts, however, upon which it was based had been but superficial; and
many of the statements there made require correction or modification.

The main collection is a result of Mr. Flinders Petrie’s excavations in 1889, and was brought
from Deir El-Hammam, three miles N. of Illahun. To it are added a few fragments (Nos. XX,
XXVI, XLIX, and LIII), acquired at Hawara. Mr. Petrie writes to me : “The Deir has been
rebuilt a few centuries ago, but there are outlines of a much larger Deir showing on the ground.
Outside the older Deir are rubbish-mounds. Here we found plenty of scraps of papyrus,” which
the natives *brought and sold to me in scrap lots. I never had any occasion to suspect any outside
admixture. Most of the Hammam pieces had evidently just been dug up; certainly they had never
passed through a dealer's hands. The Hawara papyri were all found, scrap by scrap, by my own
workmen. There were no circumstances to suggest in the least that these were found elsewhere or
imported.”* .

The Oxford papyrus, given as an Appendix, was procured by the late Rev. G. ]. Chestér
at Sheik Hammad, near Sohag. I publish it here on ‘account of the recurrence in it of certain
place-names found in the Petrie collection, as well as in order to allow of its comparison with
No. XLV.

There are but two of the European collections of MSS. from Middle Egypt of which accounts
have been given; those in the Museums of Berlin and Vienna. The former contained in 1883,
some 300 fragments,® but it has since been increased. The number of Coptic fragments in the
latter is estimated at 4000. The Louvre is also said to contain a collection of some importance.®
In the following pages are published all the texts of the Petrie collection from which it seemed

possible that any positive results might be obtained. A number of small fragments have been passed

! 1n Flinders Petrie’s “ Medum,” p. 48 ff.

? Mr. Petrie further suggests that the “Find” of a great quantity of fragments together may be due to the custom,
prevalent at all events now in the district, of using a ruined building as a depository for all the rubbish of the neighbourhood.

® Stern in Aeg, Zetls., 1885, 24. :

¢ Krall in “Fiithrer durch die Ausstellung” (Pap. Rainer), I. Th,, s. 26.

® Stern Joc. cit. I do not know if the above calculations pretend to include all the smaller fragments.
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over, it being impossible, as yet, to utilise the few letters legible upon them, deprived as they are
of all context.

The texts have been arranged on the basis of subject-matter; and within this (roughly) upon
that of extent and actual preservation.

The subjects represented are (1) Biblical texts:—To the one example previously described, a
second is now added. (11) Patristic texts :—1 have placed among these some curious fragments
which give, snter alia, the account of a dream, because I was at a loss more appropriately to class
them. (I11) Ziturgical texts —A small group, put together since 1 wrote my former description.
(I1V) Letters .—This section embraces (as in the other collections) a large proportion of the whole.
(V) Lists and accounts —Some very small scraps are included here. Of the so-called Legal
documents, numerous in Vienna,' there are but three mutilated specimens (Nos. XXXV, XXXV,
XXXVII). These I have held it allowable to class with the letters.

Were this a collection of Greek instead of Coptic documents, the absence of all dated texts
might not prove an insuperable obstacle to forming a chronological estimate. The paleographist
would often be able, with tolerable assurance, to supply the want; so far, at least, as regards the
strictly cursive MSS. But such are, in Coptic, a rarity, very few Fayyum texts being, in this
respect, comparable with the Pap. Rainer, 1993.* *Where ligatures are almost or wholly absent,
all merely ‘graphic’ dating rests upon a very weak footing.”* It is, however, this practically
ligatureless character* which these fragments display, and we are therefore forced to depend for chro-
nological conclusions upon an occasional comparison with the dated plates of Hyvernat's *“ Album.” ®
Beyond this, the language in which the texts are written and the materials used can serve, to some
extent, as arguments. There is so little paper in the collection, that we may suppose it not to reach
much beyond the end of the ninth century; while the comparative frequency of Arabic names, &c.,
point to about the beginning of the eighth century as a probable terminus a guo* These circum-
stances, however, may be accidental. They do not, of course, affect the uncial texts, one of which
(No. I1) is perhaps the oldest Coptic document from the Fayyum.” The sizes, too, of the papyri
point, as Karabacek has noticed, to a period when that material was already scarce. The
largest sheet in the collection (No. XXI1V), measured originally about 17 x 11 in., the smallest

(No. XIX), 33 x 4% in.

! Vide “Fithrer ”-Rainer, I. Th,, s. 35.
2 Jbid. s. 44. With the Djémé Cartulary the case is different.

® Gardthausen, Grieckh. Paliogr., s. 178.

¢ For this I have, in one or two cases, used the term “‘semiwncial” ; but have since noticed that Gardthausen already

appropriates it otherwise.

® We are here shown an excellent series of texts for the middle and later periods, but could have wished for a larger
selection from the earlier MSS. One misses, for instance, examples of the great Turin papyri and of those of Achmim.

¢ T am at a loss to draw any conclusion from the curicus group here represented by No. XLIII.
believing them to belong to the Arabic period. Can they be the work of Greeks, freshly immigrated ?

" Yet Maspero has warned us (Compt. Rend. Acad. des Inscr., XV1, 2go), cf the uncertainty of the arguments from which
even the so-called earliest uncial MSS, are dated.

There are reasons for
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I have, in the following descriptions, avoided any notice of the direction in which the lines of
writing lie relatively to those of the fibre-layers. Wilcken has shown® the possibility of determining,
in certain cases where a single papyrus bears a separate text upon each face, the relative ages of
these. The present Coptic collection offers, however, little material of this kind ; the only examples
are Nos. IX and XVII, XII and XXIV, XIX (Arabic and Coptic), XXXVII (ditto), and as these
consist, in each case of but one sedic, Wilcken's rules cannot be applied. Only the two larger papyri,
Nos. XI and XLVI, show more than a single sekic ; and, in both cases, the text is upon that side
whose fibres run at right-angles to the joining-line of the ¢ekidec. Yet it may be noted that, both
in the Petrie collection and in that at Berlin, a very large majority of the texts are written, or at all
events begun, at right-angles to the fibre-lines.

The already printed texts from the other Fayyum Papyri are Stern’s selection from those in
Berlin, and those of the Vienna collection published entirely or in part by Krall® The
former publication has been here supplemented by my own copies (1891) of the remaining Berlin
fragments.

I have made no attempt at a comprehensive treatment of the language of these texts. That
will be a task possible only when the promised Rainer *“Corpus” has appeared, together with
editions of the other unpublished literature from Middle Egypt. For the present, Stern has
sufficiently indicated the characteristic features of the various dialects. Of the 56 fragments here
transcribed, the language of 22 may be called thoroughly Middle Egyptian; that of 7, Sahidic;
23 show both influences in varying proportions. Of Boheiric, there are 6 examples—yet none show
this dialect in absolute purity. There is only one Achmimic text (No. II).

I have throughout used the term “Middle Egyptian” as including the dialects both of Memphis
(Stern’s “ Untersahidisch ”) and of the Fayyum. It is not possible, with the few texts of any length at
present known, to draw a satisfactory boundary between these two dialects. Not only are the majority
of available documents short or imperfect ; they often betray the work of very illiterate scribes, who
wrote even their native dialect with little care or accuracy, and whose productions tend to an
imitation now of southern, now of northern usage. A rough division may perhaps be made by

classing as ““ Memphitic ” those texts which, like Revillout’s Passports, follow the Sahidic rule as to

b

»—/, while showing, in their vocabulary, a distinct Boheiric influence ; and as “ Fayyumic,” those

tatd

which systematically replace » by 4 have the characteristic vowel-scale (e=0, ¢=a, é=¢, &c.), and
show words unknown either in Sahidic or Boheiric. Confining ourselves to Nos. XI-XLIII, we
might cite as typical examples—(a) of texts undoubtedly Sahidic, Nos. XXI or XXXIII; (4) of

those in which Sahidic forms predominate, No. XVII; (¢) in which Mid. Egyptian forms are in a

1 «“Recto od. Verso? ” Hermes XXII, 487, ff.

t Aeg. Zeits., 1885, 23 ff. ‘

S Mittheilungen a. d. Pap. Sammlg. Ershers. Rainer, 1-V. When the former description of the Petrie collection was
written, I had not seen Bd. V, in which several texts are given in full with translations.
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majority, No. XXIII; (d) which are wholly Mid. Egyptian, Nos. XXII or XXV ; (¢) of those
with a decided Boheiric element, Nos. XIII or XXVII.

In explanation of this remarkable variety of dialect, no very satisfactory thcory. can be
advanced. Although, as has been stated, the Petrie collection comes entirely from a district on the
immediate borders of the Fayyum, the localities mentioned or implied in the texts are by no
means confined to it. No. II points to Achmim, while Sahidic literary texts, such as Nos. 11,
IV, might have had their origin still farther south; and it is not impossible that some of the
place-names found in No. XLV refer to the neighbourhood of the Natron Lakes. Still, the
geographical data supplied cannot, for the most part, be utilised, since so many of the places
named remain unidentified. All means, too, are absent by which to localise the writers of the
various documents,—the single exception being No. XXXV,—though their movements and those of
their correspondents can sometimes be traced (No. XXII). It is possible that Sahidic was, as Stern
has suggested, at one time the universal literary language, at least, above the Delta ; or perhaps the
Sahidic fragments from the Fayyum may be merely traces of occasional passengers or residents
from the south. Proximity of other clearly defined dialects and constant communication will
sufficiently account for the heterogeneous and irregular character which marks so many of the
Middle Egyptian texts.

As to the method followed in publishing the MSS.: I have given in each case (1) the material
used, (2) the size of the sheet or fragment, stating the height and the breadth, measured always
at the extremest remaining points, (3) the quality of the material and the style of the writing, (4) the
text itself, followed by (5) a commentary and (6) an indication of the dialect.

The first attempt to extract their value from a body of fragments so varied and so dilapidated
as those of the present collection, can seldom be productive of results more than partially satis-
factory. A more prolonged study of the papyri would doubtless throw further light upon many
points which still remain unclear. My chief aim, at present, has been to give reliable transcriptions
of the texts; an adequate appreciation of their contents they may, I hope, receive at the hands
of a future interpreter.

Finally, I have to express my best thanks to Mr. Flinders Petrie for his kindness in entrusting
me with his collection ; to Prof. Erman for permission to copy the unpublished papyri at Berlin, and
to Mr. Nicholson for the use of those in the Bodleian ; to Prof. Harnack, Prof. Wilcken and Prof.
Karabacek, and especially to Dr. G. Steindorff and the Rev. G. Horner, for valuable help on certain

points about which their opinions were of special weight.

LoxpoN, Decenber 1892.
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The Abbreviations most frequently employed are :

Sah. .
M.E.

Boh..
R.

AnZ3
Berl. .
Stern.

Peyr.
Hyv., Alb.

Revill,, A. et C.

The Sahidic Dialect.
The Middle Egyptian Dialect.
The Boheiric Dialect.

Mittheilungen aus der Papyrus Sammlung Erzherzog
.Rainer, I-V (Wien).
Zeitschrift fiir ;A;gyptische Sprache und Alterthumskunde.

The unpublished Mid. Egyptian papyri in the Berlin
Museum.

Koptische Grammatik ; Ludwig Stern.
Lexicon Lingua Coptice ; A. Peyron.
Album de Pal®ographie copte ; H. Hyvernat.

Actes et Contrats des Musées égyptiens de Boulaq et du
Louvre ; E. Revillout.
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N°,53. (v Slorn, AZ 95,157
AP XHMANTPITHC, 9 U

~dpirys, 28
MRHCIM A XL, df_)ciﬁf/‘/“‘)(@
45V [-nres,s0.

ii. GREEK 'WORDS.

>[N, 7/@, 12" 83,

dg’, @6((/ ad (.»@(,0.4/)

XCMNZE ,&6TTALECY, I2,/3,14,20,
2/, 23, 25.

AcycTpodoc, 34,

XNPwpIZE, atfofc)?s:a/) 24,
Bepea, pupsa, ap.R.
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EMITA smaTd, 23,27,
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{ESSSE

CHMANE, 6"57/u.d,crf(r 2/7
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HPIL, /,/5/9,24. €, 30.

oHT, b, /3.

21, ap. K.

1€, .
lw i 210y€,45 V.
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MMO <, 112,27, 5%
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. ,16,20,21,22,% 25
MOICIT 23,
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? NOoy ¢f(no) 48
NXOM 23,

INoY D), ApR. [
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23. CNHOY,.Z%#V.
Cooy N, //, 34.
CxoY N, /,29.
COr, #,13,32. CA1,6 /4,
18,24, 29.
COY 0,49. COYX, 48 4.
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CWN1,6,29.
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2TeN =7 Boh. XoN, 46X
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TENNAOY 7, 6. TNAY
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TAMT, 24. [/
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