Conjugation of Some Coptic Tenses

“Person” is a grammatical category referring to the number
and gender of the participants in a situation. Speakers use the 1
person pronouns when referring to themselves or a group including
themselves; as “I and We”. The 2™ person pronoun refers to a
person(s) being addressed. A 3™ person pronoun refers to other
people, animals, things etc. The following demonstrates the
grammatical “Persons” both singular and plural.

1* person singular 1* person plural
I, Me We, Us

2" person singular 2" person plural
You (Thou) You (Thou)

3" person singular 3" person plural
He, She, It, Him, Her | They, Them, It

Coptic (ancient Egyptian) has a more sophisticated and
extensive use of the three persons of speech, that permeate the
entire language. In fact the three persons in Coptic speech is the
blue print for the grammar throughout the language. Each persons
of speech in Coptic has a distinct alphabetic representation used in
grammatical modification throughout the language as follows;



The “Three Persons” of the Personal Pronouns in Coptic are
represented by the Coptic letters;

1* person singular 1* person plural
I, Me We, Us

Coptic Coptic

I N

2" person singular 2" person plural
You (Thou) You (Thou)
Coptic Coptic

K = you (thou) feminine | TETN = you (thou)
T = you (thou) masculine

3" person singular 3" person plural

He, She, It, Him, Her | They, Them

Coptic Coptic
( = he, him OY, C€ = they, them

C = she, her




The blue print for grammatical conjugation of verbs and formation
of the tenses are based on additions to the basic Coptic letters
representing the three persons in the parts of speech; I, me, you, he,
she it, they, or them (1, T, N, K, T, TETN, (, C, OY, C€).

For example if we have a Coptic verb “to see” (NAY), certain
letters of the Coptic “Three Persons” would be prefixed to the verb
to conjugate the verb as follows;

“‘see” = [-“see” = Tt-Nay
(-“see” = he-“sees” = (-NAY
C-“see” = she-“sees” = C-NAY

Even the Coptic personal pronouns will have corresponding Coptic
letters designating one of the three grammatical “Persons” attached
to them.



Coptic Personal Pronouns of the Three “Persons”

1* single 1st plural

ANOK, ANOTI, ANK, ANON, We

AN,

NAL to Me NAN, to Us

2" single 2" plural

NTOK, NTK, to Thee (you |NTWTN, NTETN,
,masc.) To Ye (you)

NTO, to Thee (you fem.)
NAK, to Thee (you masc,)

THNOY, THYTN,

N€, to Thee (you fem.) To Ye or To You
3" single 3" plural
NTO(, He NTOOY, They, Them
NTOC, She
NaY, To them
Na(, To Him

Nac, To Her




Examples of Coptic conjugation using “NAY = to see, look at”
as an example

1st Present

1* person singular 1* person plural
T Nay TN NaY

2" person singular 2" person plural
K NAY TETN NAY
TE€ NAY

TP NAY

3" person singular 3" person plural
q Nay CE NAY

C NAY COY NAY

I am seeing, I see

These are pronoun prefixes. The First Present usually describes
action, activity, or process in progress at the time of speaking. In
this case it is equivalent to the English progressive present (I
am...verb). The exception is those English verbs that do not use
this form, such as; think, know, see, hear, understand, wish, hope,
believe. These words use the simple present as;

T-Nay = Isee, T-€M€ = Iunderstand



Relative of the Present [

1* person singular 1* person plural
€T Nay €TN NAY

2™ person singular 2™ person plural

E€TK NAY E€ETETN NAY
€TE

3™ person singular 3 person plural

€T NAY E€TOY NAY
€TC Nay

Who/which

The relative form of the First Present uses the relative pronoun
€T, €TE (who/which).

TTTOAIC ETOYOYW®W2 NZHTC = the city in which they are
settling

N@aX€E €Tc2al MMOOY = the words which I am writing

TIWHPE ETNAKAA( NCW( = the child whom he will leave
behind

NENTOAH ETUNATAAY NAN = the commandments which
he will give to us

TIPOME ETRWINE NCW®( = the man whom you are seeking



The relative pronoun €T, €TE€ (who/which) can stand alone
when it is the subject of a relative clause as follows;

TTPOME E€T PINE = the man who is weeping
NET COTM € NA@®AXE = those who hear my words

MATOI ET NAAMA2TE MMO( = the soldiers who will seize
him

NPWME ET NAEINE M TI2AT = the men who will bring the
silver



Second Present = Circumstantial

1™ person singular 1™ person plural

€1 NaY €N NAY

2™ person singular 2™ person plural

€K NAY ETETN NAY
€p

3™ person singular 3 person plural

€ NAY €Y Nay

€C NAY

It is that I am seeing
The circumstantial is found only in subordinate clauses.

EIA2€EPAT 2A2TM TIEPTIE, AINAY €YNOG62 M MHHWE
standing near the temple, I saw a great crowd

AY2€ € TIPWME E€U2MOOC 2N TATOpPaA
they found the man  sitting in the marketplace

ANNAY €POOY €YMOOW®WE 21 TE2IH
we saw them walking on the road



Perfect Tense 1

1" person singular

Al NAY

1 person plural

AN NAY

d .
2" person singular

2™ person plural

AK Nay APETN NaY
APE Nay ATETN NAY
AP Nay

3 person singular 3 person plural

Aq Nay AY Nay

A Nay APE Nay
AC NAY APC Nay
APE NAY A NAY

I saw

The Coptic 1% Perfect corresponds to the English, preterit (simple
past tense; I went, I came, I ran, I wept, I sat down, etc.). If the
Coptic context requires it, the English perfect, 1.e. “I have written”
suffices.’
AINAY €YNOG62 M MHHQ@E = I saw a great crowd
A-TIPWME BWK = the man went, TIPWOME A(BWK = the man
went,
TEC2IME ACBWK = the woman went

Used with pronoun subject NG,
A(BWK NGl TIPWME = the man went
ACBWK NOI TEC2IME = the woman went.

! Lambdin, T.O, Introduction to Sahidic Coptic, Mercer University Press, 1998 Macon Ga 31207



Used with €, A(BWK € TIEKPO = he went to the shore
AYTIWT € TEKKAHCIA = they ran to the church
AYAXE € TiXOl= they got on (into) the ship

Negative Perfect

MTTI MITN

MITEK  MIETN

MTiE (P)

MIieq MIioy

MTTEC

Use;

A(-OyYoM:( MII€E-OYOM-(

he ate it he did not eat it
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Perfect Tense 11

st .
1™ person singular

NTAl NAY

1* person plural

NTAN NaY

2" person singular
NTAK Ny
NTAPE NAY
NTAP Ny

2" person plural

NTATETN NAY

d .
3" person singular

NTA( NAY
NTAC NAY
NTAPE NAY

3" person plural

NTAY NAy

Which I saw

The Relative of the First Perfect is the Perfect II with or without
“€”. Also note the following

ENTAI-COTM which [ heard, ENTAN-COTM
ENTAK-COTM ENTATETN-COTM
ENTAPE-COTM
ENTA(-COTM
ENTAC-COOTM

ENTAY-COTM
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Imperfect

t .
1¥ person singular

NEI NAY

1* person plural

NEN NAY

d .
2" person singular

NI Nay
NEPE NAY

2" person plural

NEPETN NAY
NEPETEN NAY

d .
3" person singular

Ng NAY
Neq

NEE( NAY
NEC NAY
NEPE NAY

3" person plural

NEY NAY
Nepe

I was seeing

The Imperfect is used to describe an action, activity, or process as
in progress in past time. It also conveys habitual or recurring
activity in the past as; “they used to..., they would...”

The Imperfect may take TTI€, after the verb.

TTPOME €TE NEJMOOWE 21 TEZIH
the man who was walking on the road

TTHI ETE€ NEYROWT MMO(
the house which they were building

TTHI ENEYROT MMO(

the house which they were building
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Pluperfect... Tattam 84

1* person singular 1* person plural
NE Al NAY....TTE NE AN NAY....TE
2" person singular 2" person plural

NE AK NAY....[TE€
NE APE NAY....TTE€
NE AP NAY....TTE

NE APETN NAY....TITE
NE ATETN NAY....ITE

3" person singular 3" person plural

NE A NAY....JI€ NE AY NAY....TT€
NE A NAY....[TE NE APE NAY....TE
Ne AC NAY‘ LN ] ‘"e Ne A NAY. LN ."6
NE aApe

I had seen...

Formed by adding the auxiliary verb N€...TTI€, to the prefix of
the Perfect definite. Translates “I had...seen” (Tattam 63)
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Future Imperfect (Tattam 64)
Future Imperfect

1* person singular 1* person plural

NEI NA NAY..TIE NEN NA NAY..TIE€

nd . nd

2" person singular 2" person plural

NEK NA NAY..TTE€ NEPETN NAY..NA TIE€
NI NA NAY...TTE

3" person singular 3" person plural

NE( NA NAY..TTE NEY NA NAY..TIE
NEC NA NAY..TIE NEPE NA NAY..TTE

NEPE NA NAY..TT€

I would or should have seen.

This is formed by the prefixes of the imperfect tense and the signs
of the future definite.
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Future Tense Indefinite

t .
1¥ person singular

TNA Nay

1* person plural

TNNA NAY

d :
2" person singular

KNA NAY
TENA NAY
TEPA NAY

2" person plural

TETNA NAY

d .
3" person singular

gNA NAY
CNA NAY

3" person plural

CENA NAY

I will see, I’m going to see, I shall see

CENAMOY2 N PAWE NGl NEN(PYXH

you will fill ~ with joy

TNagom 2M Nixaele
[ will hide in the desert

visa vi our souls
(our souls will fill with joy)

NTETNAEIME AN € NE(TTAPABOAH
You (pl) will know not his parables

15




Future Tense Indefinite

t .
1¥ person singular

€INA NAY

1* person plural

E€ENNA NAY

d B
2" person singular

E€KNA NAY
EPENA NAY

2" person plural

ETETNA NAY

d N
3" person singular

E€E(JNA NAY
E€CNA NAY

3" person plural

€YNA NAY
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Future Tense

st .
1™ person singular

€1E NAY

1* person plural

€ENE NAY

d .
2" person singular

E€KE NAY

2" person plural

EPETENE NAY

d .
3" person singular

€JE NAY
€CE NAY
€EPE NAY

3" person plural

€EYE NAY

I will see,

Negative Future I11

NNA NNEN

NNEK NNETN

NNE
NNe(
NNEC
Use;

€qeoyomM(
he will eat 1t

NNEJOYOM
he will not eat it

17




Second Future Indefinite (Tattam 77)

1* person singular 1* person plural
TA NAY TAPN NAY
2" person singular 2" person plural
TAPE NAY TAPETN NAY
TAPEK NAY

TEPA

3" person singular 3" person plural
TAPE( NAY TAPOY NAY
TAPEC NAY

I shall see/ So as to see

According to Lambdin the future conjunctive is basically a result
clause, especially after an imperative;

CWTEM EPOI TAPEKP-CARE
Listen to me and you will become wise (so as to be wise)

NIM TIENTAJNAY €PO( TAPE(WAXE E€PO(
Who has seen him so as to be able to describe him.

€(TWN TIEKCON TAPN@WAXE NMMA(
Where is your brother that we may speak with him
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Subjunctive (Tattam 78)

t .
1¥ person singular

NTEPI NAY

1* person plural

NTEPEN NAY

d B
2" person singular

NTEPEK NAY
NTEPE NAY

2" person plural

NTEPETEN NAY

d .
3" person singular

NTEPE( NAY
NTEPEC NAY
NTEPE NAY

3" person plural

NTEPOY NAY

When I saw

NTEPIETI-TI2AT, AITAA( NAY
When I counted the silver I gave it to them

NTEPEYXWK €ROX N NEIWAXE,

When he finished

these words

ATOM N NE(JRAX a(gMOY

he closed his eyes and died

NTEPEC-TM-2€ € TECHYEEPE MMAY, ACPIME
When she did not find her daughter there

The negative Subjunctive (Temporal) has -TM prefixed to the

infinitive as;

NTEPI-TM-GINE MMO(

When I did not find him

19

she wept



Opative (Injunctive)

1* person singular 1* person plural
MAPI NAY MAPN NAY
2" person singular 2" person plural
MAPER NAY MAPTEN NAY
MAPE NAY

3" person singular 3" person plural
MAPE(q NAY MAPOY NAY
MAPEC NAY

MAPE NAY

Let me see

In standard Sahidic this tense only occurs in the 1% and 3 person.
This tense is a tripartite and is only used with the infinitive.
The negative is expressed with the prefix MTTp- As;

MITP-TPE(-BWK = don’t let him go
MITP-TPEY-MOOYT( = don’t let them kill him

The free form MAPON is used alone in a sentence and means

“_let’s g0” B o B
MAPE(q COOTM MTIIPTPECWTM
Let him hear let him not hear

(may he hear) (may he not hear)

20



Habitual

t .
1¥ person singular

WAl NAY

1* person plural

WAN NAY

d B
2" person singular

@WAK  NAY
WAPE NAY
@DAP NAY

2" person plural

QAPETN NAY
QATETN NAY

d .
3" person singular

WA NAY
WA NAY
WAC NAY
WEC NAY

WAPE NAY

3" person plural
DAY HNAY

WAPE NAY
WA NAY

I am accustomed to see

Negative Habitual

M€l MEN
MEK METETN
Mepe

Me(q MeY
MEC

Use;
WAJBWK
he is accustomed to go

ME(RWK
he does not go

21




Inflected Infinitive (Causative)

1* person singular 1* person plural
TPA NAY TPN NAY

2" person singular 2" person plural
TPE NAY TPETN NAY
TPEK NAY

3" person singular 3" person plural
TPE] NAY TPEY NAY
TPEC NAY

Caused me to see/ that I see
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Conditional

st .
1™ person singular

E€IYAN NAY

1* person plural

EN@AN NAY

d .
2" person singular

EKWAN NAY
EPEWAN NAY

2" person plural

ETETNGYAN NAY

d .
3" person singular

€EJWAN NAY
E€CWAN NAY

3" person plural

EYWAN NAY

If/When I see

EJWANONT (NAMOYOYT MMOI

if he finds me he will kill

me

ERWANRAAT € BODK TNAKTOI € MIHT
if you let me go I will return to Shaet (Scetis)
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Conjunctive

st .
1™ person singular

NTA NaY

1* person plural

NTN Nay

2" person singular
NIT NAY

NI NAY
NTE NAY

2" person plural

NTETN NAay

d .
3" person singular

N( Nay
Ng
NC Nay
NC

3" person plural

NCE NayY

And I see

TNARWK NTA@®AXE NMMA(

I shall go and speak with him
2HMOOC NCOTHM € TACBW

sit down and listen to my teaching
ANIFNX@OOMO® NTETNAAY Na(
bring the books and give them to me

24




“Not Yet”

st .
1™ person singular

Mriat Nay

1* person plural

MIMATN NAY

d .
2" person singular

MITATK NAY
MITATE NAY

2" person plural

MIMATETN NAY

d .
3" person singular

MIMAT( NAY
MIIATC NAY

3" person plural

MIMATOY NAY
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Until

t .
1¥ person singular

@®aNT Nay
QANTA

1* person plural

MQANTN NAY

d B
2" person singular

WANTK NAY
WANTE NAY

2" person plural

WQANTETN NAY

d N
3" person singular

WANT( NAY
WANTC NAY

3" person plural

WANTOY NAY

WMANTECXTIO MITEWHPE
until she bore ason (Matt 1:25)

WANTXOOC NAK

until I shall tell you (Matt 2:13)

WANTE 2HPWAHC MOY

until Herod dies (Matt 2:15)

WANTOYNAY €ETMNTPPO MIMNOYTE
until they see the kingdom of God (Lk 9:27)
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TIXIN-NAY = seeing
TAXIN-NAY = my seeing
TTEKXIN-NAY = thy (you) seeing
TMEYIN-NAY = his seeing

MXIN-TA-NAY = seeing
TIXIN-TEK-NAY = thy (you) seeing
MXIN-TE(-NAY = his seeing

TIXIN-TEN-NAY = our seeing
TXIN-TETEN-NAY = your seeing
TIXIN-TOY-NAY = their seeing

TPE, to do, to make (to cause a thing to be)
Perfect Tense form

1* person singular 1* person plural

AIFTPE Nay AN-TPE NaY

2™ person singular 2™ person plural

AK-TPE Nay ATETN-TPE NAY
3 person singular 3" person plural

A(-TPE NAY AY-TPE Nay
AC-TPE NAY

I have caused to see
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TPE, to do, to make (to cause a thing to be)
Imperfect Tense form

1* person singular 1* person plural
NEI-TPE NAY NEN-TPE NAY

2" person singular 2" person plural
NIC-TPE NAY NEPETN-TPE NAY
3" person singular 3" person plural
NE(-TPE NAY NEY-TPE NaY
NEC-TPE NAY

I caused to see

TPE, to do, to make (to cause a thing to be)
Future Tense III form

1* person singular 1* person plural
€1€-TPE NAY ENE-TPE NAY

2" person singular 2" person plural
ERE-TPE NAY EPETENE-TPE NAY
3" person singular 3" person plural
€(qE-TPE NAY €YE-TPE NAY
€CE-TPE NAY

I will cause to see
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TPE, to do, to make (to cause a thing to be)
Future Tense Indefinite form

1* person singular 1* person plural
TNA-TPE Nay TNNA-TPE NAY
2" person singular 2" person plural
KNA-TPE NAY TETNA-TPE NAY

TENA-TPE NAY
TEPA-TPE NAY

3" person singular 3" person plural

(NA-TPE NAY CENA-TPE NAY
CNA-TPE NAY

I will cause to see

Before I have fulfilled, Imperfect

1* person singular 1* person plural
MIAT-XWK-EBOX MIMATEN-XWOK-EBOX
2" person singular 2" person plural

MIMATEK-XWK-ERO\A | MITATETEN-XWMK-EROX

3" person singular 3" person plural

MIMATE(XWK-EEOA | MITIATOY-XWK-EROA
MIMATEC-XWK-EROX | MITATE-XWK-EBOA
MIMATE-XWK-EROX
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Until I shall fulfill, Future

t .
1¥ person singular

WA T-XWK-€ROA

1* person plural

WATEN-XWK-EROX

d .
2" person singular

WATEK-XWK-EROA

2" person plural

WDATETEN-XWMDK-EBROA

d .
3" person singular

WATE(-XWK-EROA
WATEC-XWMK-EBOA
WATE-XWK-EROA

3" person plural

WATOY-XWK-EROA
WATE-XWK-EROA

Some Suffix Verbs:

I said

1" person singular

Trmexa-l

1" person plural

Imexa-N

2™ person singular

Tmexa-kK

2™ person plural

TTEXH-TN

d .
3™ person singular

mexa-q
TTEXA-C

3" person plural

mexa-y

Use;

TIEXE TT-PWME = the man said
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I have

1" person singular

OYNTA]

1 person plural

OYNTA'N

2™ person singular

OYNTAK

2™ person plural

OYNTA-TN

d .
3™ person singular

OYNTA-(
OYNTA-C

3 person plural

OYNTA-Y

Use;

OYNTE TI-PWME = the man has

I don’t have

1™ person singular

MNTA-]

1™ person plural

MNTA-N

d .
2" person singular

MNTA-K

2™ person plural

MNTA-TN

3 person singular

MNTA-(
MNTA-C

3" person plural

MNTA-Y

Use;

MNTE TTI-POME = the man does not (doesn’t) have
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