OUTLINE OF SAHIDIC COPTIC MORPHOLOGY

Lance Eccles

PRONOUN PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES

Pronoun prefixes
The 1 sing., 1 plur. and 3 plur. forms vary in the two columns.

person If conjugation If no conjugation
prefix precedes prefix precedes

1 sing I +

2 sing masc K K

3 sing masc q q

3 sing fem C C

1 plur N TN

2 plur TETN TETN

3 plur oT or v ce

Pronoun suffixes
The preceding verb or preposition takes its pronominal form, except before the long
2pl. form.

1 sing I after single vowel
T elsewhere (but zero after T)

2 sing masc K
3 sing masc q
3 sing fem C
1 plur N
2 plur (short) TN after & (which becomes H)

after

after 0 (which becomes )
2 plur (long) THTTN elsewhere (verb in construct)
3 plur ov or v occasionally cOw

Second person singular o _ _ _
The second person singular feminine prefixes and suffixes are rarer and less regular in
form. They are given later.
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VERB CONJUGATIONS

The converters
Prefixes placed before conjugation prefixes, personal prefixes or noun subject.

Converter Form Function
preterite NeE Shifts tense back one degree
into past.

NEPE before noun

circumstantial | ¢
€PE before noun

Subordinates verb (or verbless
clause) to another verb.

focalisation c

€PE before noun
NT before perfect

Focuses on some element in
the clause.

€ (epe) can be used to convert
present, future, and aorist.

relative €T, €TE ‘Which’, ‘who’, that’. Relates

€TEPE before noun clause to antecedent.

NT or €ENT before perfect

Durative Conjugations
(present and future)

Present ... Future ...N&
| am seeing | shall see
T NAT TN'NAT T N NAT TN NAT
K NaT TETN' NAT K N NAT TETNX NAT
SECN CE'NAT ' N NAT CE'NX'NAT
CNaT CNA'NAT
MIPWME NAT TIPWMNE NX'NAT

Focalised present €...*
Itis... that | am seeing

€IrNAT €N NAT
€K NAT €TETN'NAT
€Y NAT €T NAT
€CNAT

€pe TIPWME NAT

Focalised future €.. Na**
ltis... that | will see

EI'NXNAT EN'NX'NAT
ER' NN NAT ETETNXNNAT
EYg' NN NAT €T N NAT
ECNXNNAT

€pe MPWME N NAT

*Same forms as circumstantial present me seeing.
**Same forms as circumstantial future me being about to see.

Present with preterite conversion
NE...

| was seeing

NE I'NAT NE N NAT

NE' R NAT NETETN'NAT
NE'Y NAT NE T NAT
NECNAT

NEPE TPWME NAT

Future with preterite conversion
NE...Na

| would have seen
NE TN NAT
NE R N NAT
NEY N NAT
NEC NI NAT
NEPE TIPWME N NAT

NEN'NXA'NAT
NETETNX'NAT
NET'NXN'NAT



Non-durative Conjugations

Perfect a....*

| saw

XTI NAT X'N'NAT
XK NAT X TETN NAT
XY NAT XT NAT
X'CNAT

& TIPWME NAT

Negative perfect MIt€...**

| did not see
MIUT'NAT MITE N NAT
NITE K NAT ATE TN NOT
M€Y NAT MNITE T NAT
MITECNAT

MITE TIPWME NAT

* Preterite conversion (‘l had seen’): NE'X'I'NAT, NE'& JIPOME NAT etc.
** Preterite conversion (‘| had not seen’): NE'AIT' I'NAT etc.

Focalised perfect NTa....*
It was... that | saw

NTX I'NAT NTO N NAT
NTXA K NAT NTXTETN NAT
NTX'Y NAT NTX T NAT
NTX CNAT

NTX ITIPWMNE NAT

Circumstantial perfect €'a...
me having seen

EX'T'NAT EXA'N'NAT
EXNRKR' NAT EXTETN' NAT
EXNY'NAT EXN'T'NAT
EXNCNAT

€' JIPWOME NAT

* The relative perfect which | sawis NTA& I'NAT Or ENTX I'NAT.

Aorist Wa...

| am accustomed to see

WX I'NAT W' N'NAT
W' R NAT WX TETN' NAT
W'Y NAT W T NAT
WX CNAT

WAPE TPWME NOT

Optative €...€
| will see, thou shalt see

€ reNaT ENENAT

€ R ENAT ETETN ENAT
€YgeENAT €T ENAT

€ CENATY

€EPE TIPWME NAT

Conditional €... N
If/ when | see

CIWaN NAT
CRUWAN NAT
CYWAN'NAT
ECWAN'NAT
CPWAN TIPWME NAT

ENWAN NAT
ETETN'WAN NAT
€T WAN NAT

Negative aorist M€...
| am not accustomed to see

MNEI'NAT MNE N NAT
MNE R NAT MNETETN'NAT
MNEY NAT MNE T NAT
MNECNAT

MEPE TIPWME NAT

Negative optative NNe...
| will not see, thou shalt not see

NN NAT NNE'N'NAT
NNE K NAT NNE'TETN'NAT
NNEY NAT NNE T NAT
NNECNAT

NNE TPOWME NAT

Negative conditional €... TM*
If 1 do not see

EITMNNAT EN'TMNNAT
ECRTMANAT ETETN' TN NAT
€Y TMNNAT €T TMNNAT

€ CTMNNAT

EPE TIPWME TA NAT

* &N of the positive form may be retained: EqUANTMANAT.



Temporal NTepe...
When | saw
NTEP I'NAT NTepe N NAT

‘Until’ WaNT...
Until | see
WANT NAT WANT N'NAT

NTeEpE R NAT NTEPETETN'NAT WANT K NAT WANTE TN NAT

NTepeE Y NAT NTEpPE T NAT
NTEPE CNAT
NTEPE TIPWME NAT

‘Not yet’ AITAT...
| have not yet seen

WANT Y NAT WANT OT NAT
WANT C'NAT
WANTE JIPWME NAT

Causative Tpe...*
cause me to see

AT NAT AT N NAT TPX NAT TPE' N NAT
AT K NAT AATETN'NAT TPE K NAT TPETETN' NAT
MNAT Y NAT MNIATOT NAT TPEY NAT TPE T NAT
AT CNAT TPE CNAT

MITATE TIPWME NAT

* Tpe can take various prefixes:

g TpeY NaT he causes him to see
XY TPEY NAT he caused him to see
MANNCX'TPEY NaT after he saw

QM IUTPE Y NaT while he sees/saw

Conjunctive N...

and | see

NTO NAT N'TN NaT

N T NAT N'TETN NAT
N'Y NOAT N'CceNAT
N'CNAT

NTE TIPOME NAT

TPE NMPOME NAT

Future Conjunctive Ta\p€...*
and | will see

TAP I'NAT TOAP N NAT
TAPE K NAT TAPE TN NAT
TAPEY NAT TAP OT NAT
TAPE CNAT

TAPE NMPWME NAT

* N may be prefixed to all these forms (NTapeE...).

Jussive Ma\peE...

Let me see

MNP I'NAT NP N NAT
MAPE R NAT*  MAPE TN NAT*
MAPEY NAT  MAPOT NAT
MAPEC NAT

MAPE TTPWMNE NAT

Negative jussive MITPTpE...

Let me not see

NP TPANAT MNP TPE N NAT
NP TPE R NAT MNP TPETETN NAT
NP TPEY NAT MNP TPE T NAT
MNP TPE CNAT

MNP TPE TIPOMNE NAT

*The 2nd person forms may not actually occur.



FORMS OF THE VERB

A Coptic verb can have as many as four forms, each with a different function.

1. Absolute
The “default” form found in dictionaries.

Some common patterns (C = consonant).

(i) CwC

QWIT hide

If the first consonant is M or N, W becomes 0%: AOTP bind.
(i) CoCC

GWAIT reveal

If the first consonant is M or N, ® becomes 0%: NOTTY loosen.
(i) T...0
Verbs that begin with T and end with 0 usually have a causative meaning:
TBRO cleanse
(iv) CoC?*C'C?
Two-syllable reduplicated verbs stressed on the first syllable:
Q0TQT examine
(v) C'C®oC®c?C®
Same pattern as (iv), but with an extra consonant at the beginning:
WTOPTP disturb
(vi) CCoC
These verbs have an adjectival meaning:
2AO0G become sweet

Besides these, there are various other patterns.

2. Construct

This is the unstressed form used when a noun object follows immediately. The
stress shift from the verb to the noun, and the vowel of the verb is reduced in
quality. Only transitive verbs have a construct form.

Patterns corresponding to the absolute patterns above.
(i) CeC
Q€I hide
(ii) CeCC
GeAT reveal
(i) 7...€
TBBE cleanse
(iv) C'eC?*C'C?
QETQT examine
(v) C1CZC_SCEC3
wWTpPTP disturb
(vi) Verbs following this pattern are intransitive.



3. Pronominal
This is the form taken when a pronoun object suffix is attached. Only transitive
verbs have a pronominal form.

Patterns corresponding to the absolute patterns above.
(i) CoC
QOIT hide
If the second consonant is @ (or sometimes W), O changes to &:
Ka@ make level (from RwQ)
(i) CoCC
GOl reveal
If the second consonant is @ (or sometimes W), O changes to &:
KA9M defile (from XwQM)
(i) T...0
TBRO cleanse
(iv) C'eC*C'wC?
QETYWT examine
The stress moves to the second syllable.
(v) C'C®C®C*wC?®
WTPTWp disturb
The stress moves to the second syllable.
vi) Verbs following this pattern are intransitive.

4. Qualitative
The qualitative expresses a state resulting from the verbal process. Semantically
it resembles a participle in a European language.

Patterns corresponding to the absolute patterns above.
(i) CHC
QHIT hidden
(i) CoCC
GOAIl revealed
If the second consonant is @, O changes to a: xa9M defiled, polluted.
(i) T...H?, T...HTT
TBBHT cleansed, pure
TOARHTT destroyed (from T&AKO)
(iv) C'eC*C'wC?
QETQWT examined
The stress moves to the second syllable.
(v) C'C*C°C*wC?
WTPTWp disturbed
The stress moves to the second syllable.
vi) CoCC
Q0AG sweet



SOME SUFFIX VERBS

nexal | said

nexa-K etc.

nexaqy

nexac

nmexacN

NEXH TN

nexx'v

nexe m-pome  the man said

OTNTa! I'have MNT T [don’t have
OTNTa K etc. ATaCK efc.
OTNTXY ANTAY

OTNTAC MANTAC

OTNTX'N AT N

OTNTH TN MNTH TN

OTNTA T ANTT

owNTe Irpwme the manhas MANTE Tpwme the man doesn't

have

OTHER EXAMPLES

Necw-C she is beautiful NANOT-Y he is good
Nece Tecgime  thewomanis NANOTC she is good
beautiful
TECQIME the womanwhois | NaNOT The man is good
beautiful woman)
TIPWME the man who is
man)
TIMHHWE the crowd that is
. . numerous (= the
eTHaliq big crowd)
Nawe our sins are
numerous

NEN-NOBe




NEGATION OF VERBS

In most conjugations, the verb is negated by placing &N ‘not’ after the verb.
Optionally N may be placed before the verb:

Y 'NXNAT €PO-Y
(N) ' N NAT €pO-Y &N

He will see him.
He will not see him.

However, certain verbal prefixes have special negative forms:

Optative
€...€

€Y eoToMNY
He shall eat it.

Perfect

o

XY OTOMY
He ate it.

Aorist

W

W Y-BWK

He is accustomed to go.

Imperative

COTM
Listen!

Jussive

MAape

MAPE- Y COTM

Let him hear. (May he hear.)

Conditional
€...WwaN

€Y WaANBWK
If/when he goes

Conjunctive

N

Y- NAQ€E N'Y TWOTN
He will fall and rise.

Infinitive
€

€' NAT
To see.

NNe
NNE'Y OTOMY
He shall not eat it.

MITE
MNTEY OTOMY
He didnt eat it.

ME
MNEY-BWK
He doesn’t go.

NI
MNP COTM
Don't listen!

MNIIPTPE

MNP TPE Y COTM

Let him not hear. (May he not hear.)
TpE = ‘cause’, ‘let’

€..lUANTM Or €...TM
€Y WANTMABWK Or €Y TN BWK
If he doesn’t go

N...TA
g 'NOQ€E N'Y TMATWOTN
He will fall and not rise.

CTM
TN NAT
Not to see.



PRONOUNS

T-...CTAMNAT
TT-

T-...CTANLT
T-

N-...CTAMNAT
Non-

ANOK, &NT- | ANON, &ANN- we
NTOK, NTR- thou NTOWTN, NTETN- ye
NTOY, NTY- he NTOOw they
NTOC she
TIa Ta Na my* TIEN TEN NEN our
JIER TEK NEKR thy JIETN TETN NETN your
ey Tey Ney his TET TET NET their
JNEC TEC NEC her
*See note at bottom of page.
NWI Tl NOTI mine NNWN TON NOTN ours
MWK TOK NOTK thine NWTN TOTN NOTTN Yyours
nwy TwY NOTY his NWOT TWOT Nowow theirs
NWC TWC NOTC hers
Emphatic pronouns
QW (W, QWWT) myself 9 WWN ourselves
QWWK thyself QWT THTTN yourselves
JOON| himself JOLo XY themselves
JOIOTE herself
Reciprocal pronouns (-€EpHT)
NENEPHT one another [of ourselves]
NETNEPHT one another [of yourselves]
NETEPHT one another [of themselves]
Nexus pronoun
| JIe Te NE [equivalent of copula: is/are/was/were]
DEMONSTRATIVES
T, JTE- T-, TE- N-, Ne- the + NOUN
- +- NI- the (emphatic —
rare)
T, TIAES T, TAEI NI, N&EI this/these one/s
TIEr, TIeel, 1 TEl, TEEI, TI Ner, Neer, Ni this/these + NOUN
TH TH NH that/those one/s

that/those + NOUN

the one/s belonging
to + NOUN*

*Demonstrative Ttax T Nox are distinguishable from the ‘my’ possessives in that the noun, if
it is not a proper noun, will usually be preceded by the definite article. The ‘my’ possessives
are never attached to an article: ' T'WEAEET ‘the one belonging to the bride’; Tac'WeA€eT

‘my bride’.

Occasionally, demonstrative Ttax Ta. Na can also mean "the one possessing".




SOME COMMON PREPOSITIONS

Before a noun

Before a pronoun
suffix
(3 sing masc

Meaning

illustrated)
N AMO-Y (object marker)
N Ny to, for (dative marker)

Don’t confuse these prepositions with the genitive marker N (‘of’).

€
1(P-N
MN
oN
€exXN
QIXN
€ThE
oTBe

AXN

NCa

€EPOY
Wapo-y
NAMNY
NQHTY
exwy
QIXWY
ETBHHT Y
OTBH'Y
AXNTY
2XpO-q
NCcwY

to

towards, as far as
with

in

upon

upon, over
because of
against

without

under

after
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NUMERALS

units (1-9)
masc. fem. construct after tens
(before (11-98)
hundreds,
thousands)
1 oA ovE€l -0%€e (m),
-ower (f)
2 CNAT CNTE -CNOOTC (M),
-cNoowce (f)
3 WOMNT WOMTE WMT-, WANT- -WOMTE
4 qTOoOT qTOE€, YTO qTOT-, YTET  -dYTE
5 10T t€ “TH
6 Co0T COE, CO CET- -ace
7 cawy caw9ge -cauwy,
-cawye
8 WMOTN WMOTNE WMHN,
-WMHNE
9 wIc, It TITE

tens (10-90)

masc.

10 MHT

20 xovwT

30 maab
40 ome
50 Tal0T
60 ce

70 wye, cwye

80 gmeNe

90 mcTaI0T

fem.
MHTE

2K200WTE

MaAxBe

construct (unit
following)

MNT-

K00T-

MB-

9 MNE-

WIT-

11




hundreds (100-900)

100
200
300
400
500
600
700
800
900

we
WHT
WMNT we

qTOT WeE

cev we

or

WOMNT N we
gT00T N We
10T N We
CO0T N We
cawqg N we
WMOTN N We

TIT N we

thousands (1000-10 000)

1000
2000
3000
4000
5000
6000
7000
8000
9000
10 000

wo
WO CNAT
WMNT WO
qTOT WO
GICTBA

cews Wo

TBX

or

WOMNT N Wo

YTO00T N WO

€007 N WO
coawyg N wo
WMOTN N WO

TIT N Wo

Ordinals: prefix M€Q-




COPTIC/GREEK LETTERS AS NUMERALS

& «a 1 oTA p 0 100 we

B B 2  CNaT ¢ ¢ 200 WHT

T v 3  WOMNT T T 300 WMNTWeE
A& 4  qToO0T T UV 400 YTOOT N We
€ ¢ 5  tov & ¢ 500 +F0T N we
s s 6 coow X X 600 €OOv N We
3 7 cawy r ¢ 700 cawy N we
H 7 8  WMOTN ® o 800 WMOTN N We
e 9 It P 2 900 wITNwWwe
T 10 MHT

R« 20 xovwT

AN 30 maae

AN o 40 ome

N v 50  Tae€l0T

zZ & 60 ce

0 o 70 wye

m m 80 omenNe

g ¢ 90 qncrasow

g6 = aMHN

MMHN =1+40+8+50=99 = 4o
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THE CONDITIONAL (“IF”)

The sentence contains two halves: the protasis (the “if” clause), and the apodosis
(the “then” clause).

The Real Conditional (it could happen)

€...WAN... or CPUAN...

PROTASIS APODOSIS
EPWAN OTX BWK €QOTN QI'TOOT | Y NN OTXRAI.
If one goes in by me he will be saved.
€eTETN'WAN TapP KW €60A N g N KW 9WWY NHTN €B0A NGI
N-pwMe N NeT-NOBe NETN-EIWT €T'9N M TITHTE.
For if you forgive to men their sins your father who is in the heavens will
himself forgive to you.

The protasis may be preceded by ewywIte or ewxe (“if”), or by KaN (“even
if”).

The Unreal Conditional (it won’t/didn’t happen)

Protasis: €Ne€... (circumstantial + preterite converter)
€'Nepe... with noun subject

Apodosis:  N€...Na... (preterite converter + future)
NEpE... Nan... with noun subject

€' NE'Y COOTN NGI JT'X0€EIC M NEY NA KAXNT &N € GWTYQ €
TUHI JEY HI.

If the master of the house knew [orhad | he would not allow [or would not have
known] allowed] them to break in to his house.
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RELATIVES €T, €T€, €TEPE, ENTA

Durative conjugations

Relative present conjugation

Antecedent is doing the action in the relative clause. No pronoun prefix after eT.
TIPWME ET'OTWM MMNO'Y The man who is eating it

NPWME ETOTWOM AMOY The men who are eating it

Antecedent is having the action done to it in the relative clause.

JIOEIK EFOTWMN MNO'Y The loaf that | eat

NMOEIR ET'ROTOM AMNO'Y The loaf that you eat
JOEIR ET'JOTOM MNO'Y The loaf that he eats
NOEIR €T COTWM MAMO'Y The loaf that she eats
JNOEIR ET'N'OTOM MNO'Y The loaf that we eat
TNOEIR ETETN' OTWOM AMNO'Y The loaf that you eat
JNOEIR ET'OT OTWM MNO'Y The loaf that they eat
TIOEIK ETEPE TIPWME OTOM MMO'Y The loaf that the man eats

Relative future conjugation

Antecedent is doing the action in the relative clause. No pronoun prefix after eT.
TIPOME ET'NAOTOM MMO'Y The man who will eat it

NPOWME ET'NXOTOM AMO'Y The men who will eat it

Antecedent is having the action done to it in the relative clause.

JIOEIK €T NXOTWM MANO'Y The loaf that | shall eat
NOEIRK ET'R'NAOTOM MNO'Y The loaf that you will eat
TIOEIK ETYNAOTOM AMO'Y The loaf that he will eat
TNOEIR ETCNXNOTOM ANO'Y The loaf that she will eat
JIOEIR ET'N'NAOTOM AMO'Y The loaf that we shall eat
TNOEIR ETETN NAOTWOM AMO'Y The loaf that you will eat
TIOEIK ET'OT NXOTWMN MMNO'Y The loaf that they will eat
JIOEIK ETEPE TIPWME NXOTWOM AMOY The loaf that the man will eat
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Non-durative
Relative perfect conjugation

Antecedent is doing the action in the relative clause. Pronoun prefix required

after ENTa.
TIPWME ENTX'Y OTOM'Y The man who ate it
N'PWME ENTX T OTOM'Y The men who ate it

Antecedent is having the action done to it in the relative clause.

JIOEIK ENTX T'OTOMY The loaf that | ate
JNOEIK ENTA'K'OTOMY The loaf that you ate
TNOEIK ENTAJOTOMY The loaf that he ate
TOEIK ENTACOTOMY The loaf that she ate
JOEIK ENTXA'N'OTOMNY The loaf that we ate
TOEIK ENTXA'TETN'OTOMN'Y The loaf that you ate
JOEIK ENTX TOTOMN'Y The loaf that they ate
JTOEIR ENTAX TTPWME OTOM'Y The loaf that the man ate

More examples of relatives

NMINOTEI ETOTWM M JTPWME.
The lion that is eating the man.
JTMOTEI ETNAOTWM M TTPWME.
The lion that will eat the man.

JTMOTESI ENTAYOTEMN TTPWME.
The lion that ate the man.

JIAT JIE JIPWME ETEPE TTMNOTEI NAOTWM .KMO({.
This is the man whom the lion will eat (him).

JIT JIE JTTPWME ENTA JTTMOTEI OTOMY.

This is the man whom the lion ate (him).

T TIE IMYNT ENTAYOTEM TEGPOG.
This is the worm that ate the seed.

I JE NMYNT ENTAYOTOMY.

This is the worm that ate it.

JTIAT JUE JIPWME ENTAYOTEM JTOEIR.
This is the man who ate the bread.

JTIAI JIE JIPWME ETE MITEYOTEM JIOEIK.
This is the man who did not eat the bread.

JIT JIE JIPWME ETNANOTXRE M JIEGPOG.

This is the man who who will cast the seed.

JII JIE NMPWMNE ETE YNANOTXRE AN M JIEGPOG.
This is the man who who will not cast the seed.

MAPIZAMN TE TCRIME ETNAT ETIXROEIC.

Mary is the woman who sees the Lord.

MAPIQAMN TE TCQIMNE ETNAT €POY.

Mary is the woman who sees him._

MAPIZAM TE TCQIME ETE N CNAT €JTXROEIC aN.
Mary is the woman who does not see the Lord.

MNAPIQAM TE TCQIME ETE N CNAT €POY AN.
Mary is the woman who does not see him.
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ADJECTIVES

Coptic has only a couple of dozen native adjectives, but a very large number of
adjectives borrowed from Greek. They usually follow the noun they qualify and

are linked to it with N.

The most common native adjectives are:

KOTI small

MEPIT beloved

NOG big

cabe wise

WopIt first

QHKE poor

QA0 old

XOWPE strong

WHM small

IO WHPE M MEPIT my beloved son
0T POME N QHKE a poor man
07"NOG N TBT a big fish

WHA is attached without the linking particle N:
OT WHPE WHM a child, a youth

Adjectives borrowed from Greek take their Greek masculine form (usually ending
in 0C) when qualifying a person, and the Greek neuter form (usually ending in
ON) when qualifying a thing.
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SECOND SINGULAR FEMININE FORMS
(Forms other than those given here may be encountered)

PRONOUNS
NTO, NTe-
JNOT, TOT, NOT
W, T®, NOT
oWWTE

thou
thy
thine
thyself

OBJECT OF VERB/PREPOSITION
€ after consonant

thee

[zero] after vowel

IN VERB PARADIGMS (NaT as example)

Present
Preterite + pres.
Focalised pres.
Future
Preterite + fut.
Focalised fut.
Optative

Neg. Optative
Perfect

Neg. perfect
Focalised perf.

TENAT
NE PE NAT

€ peENAT

TE NN NAT
NE peE N NAT
€ pe N NAT
€ peENAT
NNE NAT
A'PENAT
MITE NAT
NT& peE NAT

* This form may not actually occur.
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Aorist

Neg. aorist
Conditional
Neg. conditional
Temporal

‘Until’

‘Not yet’
Causative
Jussive

Neg. jussive
Conjunctive
Fut. conjunctive

W' PE'NAT
ME PE'NAT

€ PEWAN NAT
€ PETMNNAT
NTEpP € NAT
WANT € NAT
NITAT € NAT
TPE' NAT
MAPE NAT *
MNP TPE NAT
NT € NAT
TAPE NAT



